
fundraising endeavors in the year ahead, 
and we hope to see you at an event soon.

The Holidays are a time for family. Donna 
Jordan (our Co-founder) and I both lost 
people we loved and when they passed, we 
lost a part of ourselves too. I’m sure most of 
you reading this can relate… that helplessly 
watching as a loved one fights for their 
health, independence and every breath, will 
change you. I can say it changed us both 
for the better. We started this Organization 
15 years ago believing that sometimes what 
you need is a bigger family, and we want to 
be that extended family.

Our family has grown. We hope you will 
continue to grow with us. Please remember 
the A.L.S. Family Charitable Foundation 
and the patients we serve when making 
your year-end donations.

Best wishes for a safe and happy New Year!
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The end of the year is a great time to 
reflect on the past and look ahead to what 
we hope is a brighter future. 

Our success in 2016 can be measured 

in two ways: we had a great fundraising 
season, you can read about our 20th 
Annual Walk (a bittersweet and 
momentous occasion) and other events, 
both planned by us and some organized 
by you, our supporters, in the pages ahead. 
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart 
for your support. And while fundraising is 
so important because this is how we help 
our families, our greatest achievement in 
the past year is the result of our outreach 
efforts.

Our top priority was to seek out and find 

people living with ALS. We have posted 
more ads online, emailed many ALS clinics, 
and contacted every ALS based nonprofit 
we could find to ensure that our programs 
and grants are easily accessible to those 
that need them. Nothing is more upsetting 
to me than hearing about a family that we 
could have and should have helped, but 
didn’t, because they hadn’t heard about us.

Because of our outreach efforts, we have 
welcomed over 30 new families throughout 
New England. To fulfill our commitment 
to these families, we will broaden our 
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Anyone who knows me, knows I love all things Disney. One of my favorite quotes is 
from the movie Lilo & Stich: “Ohana means family. Family means nobody gets left 
behind…or forgotten.” This is what our Foundation is all about, and if you have been 
touched by ALS, you become a member of our family.
-Mary Ann (Sciaba) Singersen  President and Co-Founder

Foundation News
Message from the President

We were pleased in 2016 
to offer a new support 
group for caregivers. 

The meetings are held 
monthly at our new office 

location in Bourne, MA. 

We encourage caregivers 
of ALS patients to 

please join us as we 
provide a place to share 
experiences, questions, 

and concerns. 

To RSVP:

Alsfamily@aol.com
508-759-9696 

New
Group

c

Staff Photo: Mary Ann (Sciaba) Singersen, Fran Tyning, Tara Cronin, 
Debbie Bell and Jeremie Cronin



20th Annual “Cliff Walk” for A.L.S. Fundraiser, Sponsored by Superior Rail & Iron Works 

 The “Cliff Walk®” for A.L.S. is held In loving memory of Cliff Jordan, Jr., Edward J. Sciaba, Sr. and Janice Ferrara

We had a great 

turnout again 

this year as we 
welcomed over 
1,200 participants 
on Sunday, 
September 11, 
2016 to our 20th 

Annual “Cliff Walk” for A.L.S. We are happy to report 
that with your help, we raised over $210,000 for the fight 
against Lou Gehrig’s Disease! As always, funds raised will 
benefit our Foundation’s in-house patient programs as well 
as research headed by ALS Therapy Development Institute 
and Dr. Robert Brown at UMass Memorial Medical Center.

It was truly a 
full day of fun 
and fundraising, 
featuring activities 
for the whole 
family, including 
face painting, 
moon bounces, 
raffles, tug of 
war competition, 

lunch, and live music performed by South Shore Rave and 
The BaHa Brothers.

Hundreds of walkers of all ages covered 7 miles with 
a common goal...to help patients and find a cure for 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. With every passing year, 
this event gets bigger and better, and we appreciate all 
those who participate in making the Walk such a great 
annual fundraiser.

We are very grateful for the continued and generous 
support of our event sponsors Lenny and Tony Ferrara of 
Superior Rail & Iron Works, Inc. They have been with us 
every step of the way, and all the good we do wouldn’t be 

possible without their support and generosity.  We are also 
so thankful for our Platinum Sponsor, Suffolk Construction.

Thank you to our guest speaker ALS Therapy Development 
Institute and PatientsLikeMe founder, Jamie Heywood, who 
always speaks from the 
heart giving families hope 
for the future. Special 
thanks to Stop & Shop for 
coordinating the donation 
of water, hot dogs, chips 
and soda ensuring that our 
walkers were well taken 
care of. Thank you as well 
to Dino’s Sports Bar for supporting the event and to the 
Wareham 99 Restaurant for sending out their team to serve 
delicious soup to our walkers. 

Congratulations to the top fundraisers of the day for your 
amazing efforts. Team David was our first place team, Team 
Dilgard finished second and Team Anderson came in third. 
For the kids, we had Brian and Kara Faria in first place. 
Nick Coolen came in second and Team Green finished as 
our third place fundraiser. Thank you to Charlie Azinger 
and Lynda Kenney for donating prizes for the highest 
fundraisers.

...Continued on page 5
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 The “Cliff Walk®” for A.L.S. is held In loving memory of Cliff Jordan, Jr., Edward J. Sciaba, Sr. and Janice Ferrara

...Continued on page 5

We would like to thank the following for your generosity
A.H. Harris & Sons, Inc
Alberto’s Ristorante
American Girl Doll Co.
American Tent & Table
Andrea Budzeck
Auto Promo, Inc.
Bailey’s Surf & Turf
Barb’s Bike Shop
Bayside Resort
Best Buy
Betsy Cook
Bill MacLeod
Bourne DPW
Cape Cod Cranberry Harvest
Cape Cod Life Magazine
Cape Cod Broadcasting Media
Cape Cod Sportswear
Cape Dairy
Cape Electronics

Cape Gallery Framer
Cardi’s Furniture
Cindy Parisien
Coca Cola of Northern NE
David Heaney
Dunkin Donuts
Eastern Ice
Etched in Stone
Gary Jordan
Guardian Self-Storage
Hi-Way Concrete
Jacki Thomas
Just Picked Gifts
LP Media Creations
Lynne Florindo
MacRae Provisions
Marathon Sports
Marsha Bombard
Martha Burns

Martha’s Vineyard Museum
Mass Maritime Academy
National Marine Life Center
Ocean Graphics
Ocean Spray
Olson’s Garden Center
Our Special Volunteers
Patricia Perry
Red Top Sporting Goods
Robert F. Pagano & Associates
Roller Kingdom
Sea Crest Beach Hotel
Seafood Sam’s of Falmouth
Sign It! Signs
South Shore Rave
Sperry Tents
Sports Port
Steamship Authority
Sullivan-Brown Family

    (508) 564-6627

Thank you to all of our “Cliff Walk” Sponsors

Taotronics
The Azinger Family
The BaHa Brothers
The Ferrara Family
The Jordan Family
The Lanes Bowl and Bistro
The Sciaba Family
Thrifty Truck Rental
Trader Joes
United Site Services
US Army Corp. of Engineers
UTZ Quality Foods, Inc.
Vermont Pure Water
WB Mason
Walgreens
Wareham ROTC
Wayne Soares
Whole Foods Market
Zoo New England
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2 Texas Hold’em Poker Tournaments for ALS
Our March 6th and November 6th charity poker tournaments were a great success raising funds for our 
Children’s Program. We had a a full room on both occasions at Dino’s Sports Bar in Mashpee and were happy to 
see so many new faces playing for a great cause!

Special thanks to Mark Deering for always 
volunteering to run this tournament and 
Dino Mitrokostas for providing the venue.

Congratulations to the top three tying 
finishers; Don Bliss, Troy Kelley and Mark 
Deering in March’s tournament.

Congratulations to November’s first place 
finisher Tom O’Donnell and Dave Coursey 
who finished second while the third place 
winner wished to remain anonymous. We 
hope you all had a blast and look forward 
to seeing you at the next tournament on 
Sunday, March 5, 2017.

    (508) 564-6627

On Saturday, May 7, 2016 the MacLeod Family hosted the 10th Annual 
“Mother’s Day Cruise to Cure A.L.S.” in loving memory of Joan E. MacLeod, 
mother of Foundation Board Member Bill MacLeod.

Event goers enjoyed a scenic luncheon cruise around Sesuit Harbor with an 
afternoon of sightseeing, delicious 
buffet featuring lobster and prime rib, 
a cash bar, raffles and more. Thank you 
to the MacLeod family for raising over 
$5,000 for the Foundation with this 

great event! Special Thanks to Lobster Roll Cruises!  
                Thank you to the following sponsors:

10th Annual Mother's Day Cruise to Cure A.L.S.

Thank you to the following sponsors:
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The 7th Annual “Danny's Run for A.L.S.” held at Seaport Inn and 
Marina in Fairhaven on Sunday, July 31, 2016 raised over $4,500 
for the Foundation! 

Thank you to all the riders who came out and showed support 
and to The Kulprits and Acoustic Dynomite for performing at 
the event. Bikers met and rode from the Seaport Inn and Marina 
to Buzzards Bay and back where they enjoyed an authentic pig roast, live music and bid on raffle items.

The Run is organized by Foundation Board Member, Jacqueline Tome, of New Bedford and held in loving memory 
of her father, Danny Perry who passed away from complications of ALS in 1995. 

Thank you 
to everyone 
who attended 
and we hope 
you had a 
great time.

Danny’s Run For A.L.S.
Motorcycle Run and Pig Roast

44th New Balance Falmouth Road Race!
We were so happy to have 12 runners this year in the New Balance 
Falmouth Road Race who set out with a fundraising goal to raise 
a minimum of $1,000 each. They delivered on that goal, raising 
over $14,000 combined.  Thank you to the following runners: 
Rick Adams, Traci Delo, Samantha Andrews, Donna Jordan, Liza 
Bertram, Thomas Kass, Hannah Hamilton, Olivia Hamilton, Eric 
Rezendes, Teddy Ladd, Carol Jakubowicz and Dave Heaney. 

We would like to thank all the teams for their fundraising efforts as well as our generous 
volunteers, sponsors and staff for their hard work and dedication.

Thank you to all of the raffle donors, and to the Mass Maritime Academy, the Cape Cod 
Corvette Club, and the Wareham Junior ROTC for their help throughout the day.

A huge thank you to our Event Coordinators, Bill MacLeod and Lynne Florindo for all they do 
this year and every year. They are the glue that holds this event together, and we can never 
thank them enough. 

Team Leaders: Donna Jordan, Frank Almeida, Mary 
Johnson, Terry Chalker, Tara Cronin, Jeremie Cronin, 
Fran Tyning, Dianne Faron, Connor MacLeod, Tim 

Denmark, Dennis Cronin, Dino Mitrokostas, Linda Abreu and A.J. Azinger.

Photographers: David Heaney, Joe Figueiredo, Jacqueline Tome and Kevin Ham. 

Volunteer Coordinator Debbie Bell, and EMCEE David Phillips. 
Media: Cape Cod Broadcasting: Ralphie Marino and Anthony Pepe.

...“Cliff Walk” article Continued from page 2
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Thank you to the Svedine family for holding a fundraiser on Sunday, August 28th at Louie’s Lodge in Raynham, 
MA in memory of David Svedine.

Thank you to Jordyn Murphy and her friends Kaitlyn Martinson and Alexa Lowe and George Washington 

University for having a charity date auction called “ALL IN FOR ALS” for our Foundation. The funds were raised in 
honor of Jordyn’s dad, Scott Murphy, who has been battling ALS for over 11 years. 

Thank you to Lilly, niece of our very good friend, Foundation supporter and Cape Cod Corvette Club member, 

Dave Wolf. She held a lemonade stand to raise funds for our Foundation, and we truly really appreciate her hard 
work.

Thank you to the Vikings Basketball Team of Winthrop High School for their fundraiser during a basketball game. 
The event, held in honor of Audrey Fisher and organized by Doreen Floyd (parent) had participants purchase 
paper airplanes during half time and try to fly them into a bucket to raise funds for us. This was such a great 
creative idea and we appreciate it Winthrop High!

Thank you to Dan Sullivan and Heritage Harley-Davidson in Concord, NH for their fundraiser on June 4, 2016.

Thank you to Connor McAulay and Mr. Moran for holding an ALS Awareness Basketball Game at Shrewsbury High 
School for our Foundation in honor of Connor’s friend Mike, whose father Ken West passed away last year after 
living with ALS. What a lovely surprise and great way to honor the West family. Well done!

Thank you to Travis Beaulieu, Ryan Garvey and our good friend Charlie Azinger at West Gate Home Medical 

Equipment for making us the beneficiary of their “Casual for a Cause” program. 

Thank you to our friend Dave Wolf and Professional Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine of Franklin, MA for 
their recent donation! Dave was their “patient of the month” and they made a contribution to the charity of his 
choice, which was us! 

Thank you to Robert Umbrello. Bob held his personal fundraiser for our Foundation in honor of Gordon Green, 
his son-in-law’s father who passed from ALS. Bob offered to dye his hair red, purple or green at the end of the 
fundraiser which allowed donors to pick and submit the color of their choice when they donated. The most 
requested color was purple and Bob fulfilled his promise as you can see in the photo above.

We Love it When Our Supporters Have Fundraisers for Us 

It means so much to us and to everyone who benefits from 
our programs. Thank you for raising over $15,000 from 
your combined efforts to help those living with ALS.
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Upcoming Events

    (508) 564-6627

Thank you to the following for sponsorship in both events

On Saturday, January 28th it will be summer again on Cape Cod! 

Join us for a night of dancing, limbo contests, prizes and great food 
at our 3rd annual  “Life’s A Beach” Winter Beach Party Fundraiser for 
ALS sponsored by and held at Dino’s Sports Bar in Mashpee.  
The BaHa Brothers will again be providing the soundtrack with 
beach party music, and we will have special cocktails created for 
the event. Beach and summer attire are suggested for this 21+ 
party. 

For tickets, sponsorship details or more information please call 
the office at (508) 759-9696 or email alsfamily@aol.com. 

 BEACH
3rd 

Annual!LIFE’S  A

Dino’s Sports Bar

7:30 pm- Close
Saturday
  January 28th

Winter Beach Party 
Contests/Raffles
Signature Cocktails

M
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Join us for some fun and excitement at Dino’s Sports Bar on Rt 151 in Mashpee, MA on Sunday, March 5, 2017. 
Players of all skill level are welcome at this 21+ event. Sign up at Dino’s the day of the tournament and get in on 
the action! For more information, call the Foundation at (508) 759-9696
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We’re here to help.  Please contact Patient Services
Coordinator, Debbie Bell to benefit from any of our services.

•The A. George Kerr Patient Program assists patients with 
 financial needs.
•The Heath Millward Vacation Fund provides patients and 
  their families with memorable excursions.
•The Children’s Program provides financial assistance for 
  expenses such as the holidays, back to school shopping
  and summer camp.
•The Jan Ferrara Get Away for a Day Fund provides funds 
  for individuals or groups of patients or caregivers to enjoy 
  an outing of their choosing.   
•The A.L.S. Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.
  Scholarship Fund offsets the financial strain of a college 
  education for a child of an A.L.S. patient. 
•The Respite Care Grant Program provides assistance for 
  respite care to patient caregivers.
•The Bobby Murray Communication Equipment Fund 
provides support towards medical and communication devices.

Dr. Robert Brown, Department Chair of Neurology 
at the UMass Memorial Medical Center has 
produced some of the most cutting-edge and 
creative projects in ALS research.

“Cliff Walk” proceeds fund the David M. 
Dorfman Research Fund at ALSTDI, working to 
develop effective therapeutics that stop ALS as 
soon as possible.

*Save The Dates*

Stay in Touch! Get our E-Newsletter 
delivered directly to your inbox. Sign up at 
alsfamily.org or email alsfamily@aol.com

Connect With Us Online!

3rd Annual “Life’s A Beach” Winter Beach Party

Saturday, January 28, 2017

No Limit Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament

Sunday, March 5, 2017

21st Annual “Cliff Walk” for A.L.S.  
Sponsored by Superior Rail & Iron Works, Inc.

Sunday, September 10, 2017


